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gave their mistresses money and titles, raised up
children by them, and in due time quitted one
for another, as the kings of France had done for
centuries.

The amours of Louis XIII, were far different.
He always desired some companion on whom he
could bestow a puerile affection, but those on whom
he lavished his devotion were usually men. The
succession of male favourites was at last broken by
a passion for two beautiful women, but a passion
alike pure and grotesque, Mile, de Hautefort was
the first whose beauty and grace excited the ardour
of the chaste King. She was a young girl of good
family with scanty means, who was early left under
the charge of her grandmother to be reared in the
monotony of provincial life. Though fitted to
shine, she led a tedious and obscure existence, and
as she was both ambitious and pious she offered
fervent prayers to God that He would have her sent
to the Court, Her prayers were answered, and at
fourteen she became one of the maids of honour of
the Queen-mother* Her beauty charmed the new
world in which she found herself, and soon excited
Louis's admiration. The King was fond of music,
and he composed little airs and songs, of which the
charms of Mile, de Hautefort were always the bur-
den; at table he could look but on her; content to
do without her favours himself, he was jealous of any
suitor who endeavoured to invade his virtuous
harem. Any jealousy the Queen might have had
of the favourite was dispelled by the independent
and loyal character of the girl, as well as by thewith many
